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Sometimes we realize ’twould be 
money in the Kimport pocket if we 
were addicted to cuteness and 
prettiness in dolls rather than he- 
ing hopeless admirers of character 
and authenticity. Oh, sometimes 
a doll has all of these; Madrilena, 
who made front page last issue, 
was blessed with both Castilian 
allure and genuine representation 
of her Madrid. Thanks, for your 
approval. 


This time we’ve an even more 
exquisite offering, lovely enough 
to satisfy the most persnikerty of 
connoisseurs. It isn’t really dolls 
but inch to inch and a quarter tall 
maidens and men done as only the 
Baroness Maydell designs and ex- 
ecutes such miniatures. In wee 
gilt cases, 2% inches high, are ar- 
ranged background effects, perhaps 
an overhanging tree and rocks of 
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stratified cork, blossoms and shrubs 
—perhaps a lush interior with great 
festoons and colored balls—these 
balls being smaller beads than pin- 
head size! And then the DOLLS! 
I study through a reading glass 
and wish for words to tell what 
artistry has here been conjured up 
to make these dainty pairs, “A 
Maying” and the darling bride and 
groom. 


Some years ago when Baroness 
Maydell (from Lithuania) was liv- 
ing in New England, we had her 
Ballerinas, Virgin Marys and Ma- 
donna and Child, then cased in 
leather-covered match boxes. Those 
of you who’ve had her things be- 
fore, always want more. Old cus- 
tomers will be the first to want 
these new ones, but we’ve been 
stocking quite a few, sent, by the 
way, from Portugal where Mss 


_ 


Maydell now lives. 

The sketch is their real size; 
compositions vary, 
pletely hand made group and set- 
ting is, in a way, a one and only, 
fresh original. Coloring is always 
sheer harmony—most of these have 
sapphire blue as backdrop; work- 
manship, superb. The _ triptych 
type cases may still have a match 
box foundation, covered with gold 
paper and braid. Something to 
cherish indeed are these golden 
bound, happy scenes— 

No. 35D—“Maving”’ 
No. 35B—‘“June” .................... ...$15.00 


LONG WAY FROM 


BLEAK HOUSE 

Along with Mrs. George Saw- 

yer’s order for a _ special family 

group of the Micawbers, she sent 

the following story of her other doll 
possessions: | 


“For the past week I have dis- 
played a large selection from my 
doll collection in lighted corridor 
cabinets in our new two and a 
fourth million dollar high school. 
All ages have been fascinated with 
them—men and boys, especially. 
I arranged one shelf of your spe- 
cial Dickens dolls around a lovely 
book, ‘Children of Dickens,’ with 
small Christmas trees tucked into 
the background. There were the 
Cratchits, ‘Christmas Carolers, Paul 
Dombey and Sister Florence, Little 
Nell and Grandfather, David Cop- 
perfield and Peggotty. 


“Outside of my family and my 
pupils, my dolls are my dearest 
treasures. Should I lose them to- 
morrov’, nothing still could deprive 
me of countless hours of pleasure 
they have given me during the 


as each com- .- 
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twenty-two years I’ve made th 
collection. Also I shall ever cher- 
ish the friendship of the charming 
people I’ve met who share in this 
hobby.” 


HERE IS HISTORY 

When one is confronted with the 
old-time serenity of some dear old 
doll, we find ourselves wondering 
about her life’s vicissitudes. Who 
loved her first—then outgrew her. 
Why was she saved through sey- 
eral generations and how did she 
become a mite of merchandise— 
for sale? 

When Esther Damaris Toy sent 
in some color prints for us to see, 
she had written on the back of 
one, a fourteen inch highbrow, 
“Nellie.” “During the Civil War 
my great-grandfather gave her to 
my grandmother, then a small 
child, when he enlisted in’ Lavo- 
nia County, New York State. I 
have old letters from hospital. He 
asked the children how their dolls 
were; he died in the hosplital and 
thus the dolls ‘were carefully kept 
because ‘Papa’ gave them before 
he left for the army. I had to 
make new muslin legs to hold on 
the china legs, but the body cloth 
is still original. I have the clothes 
the owner dressed her in for my 
mother.” Neediess to say, grand- 
mother’s “Nellie” will not be lured 
into any antique shop during this 
generation! And we hope—never. 


DAUGHTER LIKES DOGS 
We've a child who may become 
Mrs. New-Rich Plushy Plum. 
"Took her doll house, all brand new, 
Birthday gift—but to eschew 
Any latest sentiment 
Promptly tagged it as “for rent.” 


“we 


( 
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DOLLS” 


We were gratified to receive 
another helpful letter from “Ruth 
and R. C. Mathes” that started 
out “Hurrah for your article ‘We 
Could Be Wrong.’ The world of 
doll collectors needs more ques- 
tioning articles of this kind.” 


After this the Mathes took 
time to generously share with us 
— all of us—by passing along 
their findings and deductions on 
a special phase of antique doll 
study. 


“The part that particulary in- 
terested us was that relating to 
‘fashion dolls. We believe that 
the term should be restricted to 
those dolls used for transmitting 
ashions from shop to customer 
.—— or from country to country. This 
will in general limit real fashion 
dolls to before the 19th century. 
With the coming of ladies and 
fashion magazines (beginning 
about 1775) the need for fashion 
dolls rapidly disappeared. 


“The original frocks of net or 
gauze on those slim-bodied, wood- 
en-limbed papier-mache has always 
appeared to us as the kind of 
cheaply made thing, suitable for 
mass production, but the very op- 
posite of a fashion-setting crea- 
tion. Empire or later, well beyond 
: the years when fashion dolls were 
: needed, materials used were con- 

venient for mass production and 

even though hair stylings were so 
varied and often fantastic, we see 
: no reason for regarding these 
¥ dolls as having been intended 
or any other purpose than play 
: 


~ toys. 


3 


not rule out the possibility that 
@ papier-mache head could not 
have been used on a fashion doll. 
Encyclopedia Britannica says that 
widespread use of papier-mache 
started in Europe in the middle of 
the Eighteenth Century when true 
fashion dolls were still in vogue. 
Neither should the exquisite 
French bisques of the 1860’s to 
1880’s be called fashion dolls. They- 
were merely very fashionable dolls 
intended for sale to wealthy fam- 
ilies to amuse very fashionable 
young ladies. 

“The creche or Krepche figures, 
often of fashionably dressed wom- 
en, are contemporaneous with the 
true fashion doll for several cen- 
turies. These might appear with 
a head of wood or wax as those 
were the most available materials 
before the year 1800. Queen Anne 
type dolls were very likely candi- 
dates. 


“One other possibility is a fine 
porcelain doll in: the Smithsonian, 
which the original collector stated 
was a fashion doll used by French 
dressmakers. This doll’s head has 
six holes to sew on a body; the 
arms are delicate figurine type and 
there is no body below the waist, 
only a wire cage to hold out the 
skirt. We once bought a similar 
one in Switzerland. Ours has a 
Nymphenburg mark inside. Fine 
porcelain was made at Nymphen- 
burg, the royal Bavarian porce- 
lain works, from about 1750 to 
1792. Figures of this quality would 
have provided most suitable mod- 
els for dressmakers whose prin- 
cipal clients were the nobility of 
the courts of Louis XV and Louis 
XVI. However, before we can be: 


sure, some reference in contem- 
porary letters, memoirs, _ etc., 
should be found which clearly 
refers to such use.” 
- $§uch reasoning seems to us to 
add dignity and stature to the doll 
collecting hobby. The logical con- 
clusion to such reasoning would be 
to use the terms “Milliner’s Model” 
and “Fashion Doll” only for those 
that predate the general use of 
fashion plates—say. before 1800. 
The turn of the century might be 
mear to correct on this, although 
Mrs. Mathes says there seems to 
be documented evidence of fashion 
dolls being sent to America as late 
as 1826. This was in Antiques, 
September, 1944, “Dolls as Pur- 
veyors of Fashion” by Imogene 
Anderson and Ruth Cannon. 


THE “ALABAMA 
INDESTRUCTIBLES” 

Perhaps this story should begin 
with a bit of bragging on Mrs. 
Cecil Perry who identified an un- 
known in Ann Cappalonga’s collec- 
tion as an Alabama Indestructible. 
So, what was that, who made’m, 
when, where, and why?? : 

Mrs. Cappalonga, being a Doll 
Talk subscriber, was contacted and 
generously came through with the 
following: “The woman who sold 
the doll to me had been told it 
was a Chase Stockinette, but I felt 
certain it wasn’t as I am familiar 
with that type. The body of mine 
looks like a piece of an old flour sack 
that was stuffed; the head is defi- 
nitely stockinette and the features 
and coloring are very well hand 
done, just the ears are a little 
crude; shoes and stockings are 
painted on. The color is that odd 
shade of blue often seen in the in- 
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teriors of very old cupboards, etc. 
This caused me to think he might 
be quite old. On the front of the 
body it had been stamped and it 
was maddening to only be able to 
pick out a few words and num- 
bers. I showed him to all the doll 
collectors I knew, but no one had 
seen any like him, until Cecil 
Perry told me it was an Alabama 
Indestructible Doll and had been 
made of all Alabama materials and 
sold for the benefit of orphans and 
widows of that state. They were 
made in various sizes, some with 
wigs, and some with painted hair. 
She said she has a baby of this 
type and hers has a wig. She had 
first received a catalogue on these 
dolls, but not then having one, she 
sold the catalogue. 


We were referred, too, to th 
March issue of Federation’s “Dol 
News,” wherein Eva B. Kaiser re- 
ported: “My Alabama doll is 18 
inches, a darky girl, stockinette; 
hard pressed face, good features, 
well painted. Black wig is sewed 
on. Label reads: Mrs. B. B. Smith, 
Mfg. and Dealer, Roanoke, Ala. 
Pat’d. Sept. 26, 1905, No. 1.” 

That printed marking filled in 
the missing parts on Ann C.’s Baby 
and may help identify some other 
Old Time Rag Chillen. 


ANOTHER DATE 

Mrs. Herron Rowland, Director 
of the Mary Buie Museum at Ox- 
ford, Miss., says that their three- 
faced Red Riding Hood was bought 
at the St. Louis Fair in 1904. 
This type of bisque-headed doll is 
pictured in Mrs. St. George’s “The 
Dolls of Yesterday,” showinggy 


: 
: 
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Grandmother, the Wolf, and Litt 


R. R. Herself. 


hardly know where to begin! 
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Amongst the new numbers and fresh arrivals of old favorites—we 


% 


Renee 


Another in the Beauty class is 7 | 


inch tall Tessa of Sicily. The Ital- 
ians.do make really pretty girl 
dolls! Tessa has a sweet, roundly 
pressed face that looks like felt, 
but isn’t; lips and big brown eyes 
are enameled to give a moist, life- 
like effect. Rigid cloth body and 
Sicilian costume of crisp taffetas 
and organdie in primary red and 
yellow, but blue scarf of light sky 
hue, 
woven straw hamper is held on the 
right hip, this basket seeming to 
overflow with orange felt fruit and 
their leaves of green. Not bizarre 
—just delightfully colorful and well 
priced. 


F WNo 779A—Sicilian Girl —.........$4.50 


edged with white lace. A. 


Perhaps the “plum pret- 
tiest” are those exquis- 
itely done small Geisha 
ladies from Japan; scant 
7 inches tall with pow- 
dered white complexions 
and daintiest of features 
including scarlet lips 
and inset eyes, these 
silken clad beauties also 
boast elaborately dressed 
wigs with silver combs, 
a Japanese bow or other 
ornament. 

No. 835W—Geisha with 

Wisteria —................ $5.95 
No- 805H—Geisha in 

crimson with horse 

| Seaietce Sin eewea ete ee $5.95 
No. 805L—Geisha with 
oc . ae 


When those darlings “Lili” and 
“Maurice,” beautifully dressed 
Brittany folk, were offered before, 
we ran out of boys. Lately arrived 
are dozens more, and in two “shelf 
sizes,” because both were irre- 
sistible. The girls wear a starched 
ruff reminiscent of Elizabethian 
days, winged lace headdress, full 
skirt of heaviest felt, braid trim- 
med and satin aproned. Boys are 
brave in gold buttons and braid, 
and always black velvet on their 
Sunday suits and hats. Dolls are 
jointed, heavy celluloid. | 
No. 515—5%” Boy ............-...... $3.75 . 
No. 515A—5%” Girl] ...................$3.75 
No. 516—7” Boy .....--..........-.....-..$5.95 
No. 516A—7” Girl . anmeneeee- POO 


Another superlative, the lowest 
in price for European peasant types 
are, Berta of Buckeburg and Gretel 
from the Spreewald district. They’re 
about 4 inches tall to the top of 
their headdresses; jointed at hips 
and shoulders, pink complexioned 
of bisque-like composition and neat 
as the proverbial pin. There’s lace 
and fancy braid on Berta, fringed 
scarf and white winged cap on 
Gretel. 

No. 610—Berta ...W........0.........--.-.- $1.00 


All these have been re-runs, good 
foreigns that Kimport hopes _ to 
have regularly available. We have 
dozens and dozens of countries so 
represented, hoping always that you 
understand that if you want a doll 
from Ceylon, Paraguay, Korea— 
we have them, even though Doll 
Talk may not have mentioned those 
particular ones for years. 


And now, for the debut of wide- 
eyed, blonde “Denise” of Campi- 
noise. Even though we have most 
satisfactory other Belgians, the 
fisher folk, and Brigitte of Bruges, : 
when the sample came in on 
this little one, we someway just 
could not say “No.” Denise is 7 
smaller, a 7 inch doll, and the deep ™ 
buff of her blouse, orchid apron 


and becoming white bonnet, both 
trimmed with fine Chantilly lace, 
were so pretty. Taffeta for all 
garments, white fringed, black lace : 
for her wee shawl—don’t you want 
to see this chubby, composition 
charmer with her prim, pale curls? 
No. 302D—7” Belgian Girl.....33.95 
The other good Belgian folk wear 
wooden shoes and are about 8% 


inch size. 

No. 302—Fisherman .................. $3.95 

No. 302A—Fishwife ...............- ....$3.95 

No. 302B—Bruges Girl in red 
WIG SBOO8. 5 ce it $3.95 


There is another newcomer, but 
of an old standby—the Pigmy, this 
lot from Rhodesia. The native 
wood of which these are so inter- 
estingly carved is a heavy, har \ 
type, grained something like light | 


ey ee ee ee eee ee 


\ 
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S:. colored walnut. They vary from 


about 4 to 6 inches in height, have 
classically negroid faces; are trim- 


_med with silver coiled wire, a shield, 


a feather perhaps; all are highly 
decorative little “moderns” because 
they’re such direct and simple 
handling of an ancient art. 
No- 107P—Pigmy ........................ $4.50 
The things we personally selected 
but had shipped from Mexico ar- 
rived too late to get into last Doll 
Talk, where we did quite a lot of 
travel talking about this land of 
many artists. There, one gets the im- 
pression that the majority of the 
humble, even poverty’ stricken 
strata, are innately artistic. Time 


= WSS 
QVM’ 


LITTLE DOLLS FOR THERAPY 


From her hospital bed, where 
lung surgery was being done in a 
series of operations, dear, buoyant 
Mrs. Grace Neff has written sev- 
eral gay little letters. One just in, 
to “My Favorite Doll People,” says 
— ‘That cute, bossy nurse has left 
me alone for a few minutes. And 
as I have to (rest?) face down, 
T’ll write hurriedly. Thanks, for 


= holding those dolls and as soon as 


r 
is at no premium, talent is abun- 
dant, industry, if one likes his craft, 
seems a joy. 

Our “Musicosos” and the Fruit 
or Flower weman we were told 
were the work of a young man 
artist. He carved very quickly and 
deftly to achieve quite remarkable © 
poses of movement as shown in the 
band boys or of stoic dignity as is 
depicted in the sharp featured Mex- 
ican woman. All are made from 
“cigar box” mahogany, which is 
perfect for flesh tone; there’s a hit 
of black painted hair; all the 
men’s suits are cotton-white, while 
the women’s rebosos and fruit bas- 
kets run a riot of colors. No cloth 
used except for 
gay ribbon sera- 
pes on each of 
the men. 

Smart, decora- 
tive, inexpensive 
and unusual, too, 
we think. 

No. 361 
4“ Musicians 
$1.00 
No. 361T 
4” Basket Woman 
$1.25 


I can attend to business I will get — 
some money off to you. Tomor- 
row, on the table again. Just 
think, two young, very handsome 
Doctors and a_- beautiful nurse 
cheerfully working away on poor 
old tattered me!” 

And now says I to me—or to 
you, don’t let’s howl too much 
about that hangnail. 

P. S—Her favorite dolls are 3 
inch bisque girls and if they are. 
naked—O. K. 
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FACT AND FICTION ABOUT 
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juggling, toe dancing, or gymnas- | 


FLEAS 


_ Mrs. John D. Mowery is a North- 
western collector who repeatedly 
taxes her strength to share her 
dolls via exhibits and lectures. She 
has had many gratifying results 
and reactions, but none more amaz- 
ing than a story in the “Oregon 
Journal” a few years ago—con- 
cerning fleas—all data concocted 
by feature writer Jack Ostergren. 

This story started out by intro- 
ducing Dr. C. Anderson Hubbard, 
dean of biology, who has classified 
and named 24 different species of 
fleas. He had just named his 24th 
one, which came from an Arctic 
Wiitefooted mouse, by borrowing 
the name of his young son. 

The reporter, wanting to know 
more, questioned Dr. Hubbard and 
asked if he could train a flea. He 
said that he’d never tried, and 
really, his work is more serious 
than that. Trained fleas are known 
to go as far back as the 16th cen- 
tury. They have had many artistic 
accomplishments. Besides laying 
in wait for dogs, they jump through 
hoops, toe dance, and ride bicycles. 
Small bicycles, of course. — 

Why, back in 1934 (anyone with 
a flea’s memory will tell you) a 
veteran Los Angeles flea trainer 
was bemoaning the fact that his 
type of entertainment was “going 
to the dogs.” I think he said it 
. was because of a lack of good flea 
wranglers. This Cal Lipes took 
his circus all over the world and 
once jin the Fiji Islands, a group of 
natives stood too close and the 
whole troupe abandoned for green- 
er pastures. 

_ Jean Rochet, well known (to flea 
fanciers) as a Paris flea trainer in 
the early ’30’s, taught his proteges 


tics, keeping in mind, of course, 
the flea’s individual character and 
temperament. He said he preferred 
male fleas; thought they were more 
conscientious! 

A Professor Hubert, who ran a 
flea circus in New York, mourned 
the death of his “Paddy” in 1932. 
Paddy had played in 50,897 per- 
formances, only to die ingloriously 
in an automobile accident when 
his carrying bottle broke. He ‘never 
bit a spectator. 


“THEY'RE AT KIMPORT” 

We have these dressed fleas, 
which are very similar to Mrs. 
Mowery’s and they are imported 
straight from Mexico. And, al- 
though they have departed from 
this life and stay very firmly glued 
in their boxes, they are every bit 
as interesting. They come as a 
couple, man and woman, and are 
dressed as peons, sometimes bride 
and groom, or the “lady” may even 
carry a parasol. The detail is re- 
markable on these tiny things and 
the clever fingers that fashion 
them work under magnifying 
glasses. Whether you class them 
as dolls or as oddities, they make 
a good conversation piece in any- 
one’s language! 

No. 390, in a box, $1.00 a pair. 


FOR A TRAVEL BUDGET 

Miss Ruth Whittier sent us such 
a complete story of a splendid proj- 
ect, “Dolls on Parade Exhibition,” 
which she hopes will prove to be an 
initial venture that will continue 
annually. Sponsored by a local 
Troop of Senior Girl Scouts, the 
money raised was to help speed 
their way to the international gath- 
ering in Switzerland. 


To pass along a few gem points, : 


Miss Whittier told of the anxiety 


hat clouded wide-eyed little faces 
as she was setting up her personal 
exhibit in the center of the big 
hotel ballroom. After all, there 
were to be prizes and honorable 
mentions and to little girls from 
five to fourteen this featured array 
looked like unfair competition. 
When she explained to them that 
hers was merely a drawing card, 
| one youngster politely voiced her 
relief with, “Oh, it’s not that you 
are too old; there is an over-four- 
| teen class!” 
Skimming top interest, one girl’s 
table was built up with Korean 
: pilgrims going up a rocky path to 
a snrine. One table featured egg- 
shell dolls, with even the flowers, 
little birds and a bird bath in their 
setting all made of fragile egg- 
shells. A li’le five year old’s daddy 
' had made her a short legged table 
. for her collection, and the one 
j that most intrigued us was the 
: Five Generations exhibit. To quote: 
| “In front was a modern doll, with 
: roller skates, titled ‘My doll.’ Be- 
side it was a ittle bisque boy doll, 
which read ‘Mother’s doll.’ At the 
back and to the right, a china doll, 
‘Grandmother’s doll,’ and in the 
center, a smaller, older china doll, 
‘Great-grandmother’s doll,’ and to 
the rear and left, a larger papier- 
mache which said ‘Great-great- 
grandmother’s doll.” How nice to 
think these had been treasured in 
this way!” 


DO YOU KNOW! 

In the Smithsonian is a 
beautiful French doll that 
the people of Brittany 

' presented to (then) Gen- 
q eral Eisenhower. He in 
4 
7 


tute. 


turn gave it to the Insti- | 


LIKE TO SEW? 

Our china head dolls by Helen 
Young are the most intriguing 
little tykes to dress. Hasy size, 8 
inches, china limbs that show pret- 
tily with short sleeves and skirts, 
slender, cloth stuffed bodies which 
make it easy to avoid bunchiness 
at the waist. You will fall in love 


with their bright, childlike faces. 
Red haired, freckled 
No. 45. 


Blonde Alice, with Wonderland- 
ish hair, No. 45A. 

Bettie Brown Eyes, just an ador- 
able chubby with unusual coloring 
for any ceramic, No. 45B. 

Any one, price $3.95. 

‘Special—these three playmates at 
one mailing, No. 45-3, $11.00. 


Glass-wax is one product we al- 
ways keep handy. It is perfect 
for cleaning compositions such as 
papier-mache, etc. 
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Some collectors aspire to own 
one antique doll each of a kind, 
and that could be as simple as one 
wooden, one china, papier-mache 
or other composition, one bisque, 
wax, cloth, a metal head, a ceilu- 
loid, paper, rubber, a creche in 
terra cotta, one parian, perhaps a 
few others. You can imagine how 
numerous’ classifications would 
fan out from any one of these 
general classifications! It has long 
been our pleasure to assist in 
tracking down these elusive miss- 
ing links for many of you, the 
mame heads, different bonnet 
styles, and yes, even such rarities 
as fancy haired parian ladies and 
different Jumeau bodies. 


This time we've saved a few of 
a@ sub-classification, old dolls in 
foreign dress—a group that any of 
you might enjoy knowing and that 
some of you—we hope—MUST 
have that very ONE! 

First, in foreign costumes, are 
some excellent basic dolls like 
‘Mavid,” whose 3 inch fine bisque 
head has big brown glass eyes, closed 
mouth, side parted, modeled hair. 
He is 11% inches tall, dressed in 
Scotch plaid of heavy wool and a 
bonny black velvet coat. Pink 
bisque hands match his handsome, 
perfect head; smallish, but original 
parian legs. No. A219, $37.59- 


| Another closed mouth, glass eyed 

bisque is older and _ definitely 
¥rench. Her big, blue eyes, pierced 
ears and facial modeling look “Ju- 


in perfect condition is a smooth | 


meau,” but there’s an etched or @ 
on one shoulder front and some- 
thing, not clear, on the other; 
leather body with wmitten-like | 
hands; mohair wig; 12 inch size, — : 
The costume is precious, authentic | 
of Province Bourbon, and all origi- | 
nal, of course, from old brown wood 
sabots to the fanciest chip straw 
hat—it swoops ’way up in the back 

like a gondola, and is worn over @ 

lace edged mob cap. Wine-red 
with black lace is effective and 
different on this little beauty who 
dates around 1860. No A183, 
$65.00. 


One other bisque of value and | 


brown doll, really lovely with big 
brown glass eyes, ears pierced 
front to back, smilingly parted lips 
with six tiny bisque teeth modeled 
in. Jointed composition and wood { 
body is extra nice, too. The cos- | 
tume, from Ceylon, is unusual in | 
deep blue-green skirt and turban, 
scarlet satin jacket, lined, braided 
and embellished with old metallic 
beads. No. Al47, $31.75. 


Next, a fascinating pair that came 
to Kimport as having been housed in 
an English manse for over a hun- 
dred years. Nine inch size, papier- 
mache headed, cloth bodied Alsa- 
tian couple in holiday finery. The 
deep shoulders make their quaint 
enameled heads about 2% inches 
high. Woman’s hair style is most 
unusual, with loops and_ puffs, 
coming low onto her shoulders, 
but one has to peek as she not 
only wears the black bow head- | 
dress, but a straw hat, too, this _ | 
hanging down behind. Bodies x ¥ 
stuffed muslin with queer, chea 
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. leather hands. Heads, though, 


are like new; we left on the paper 
saying “Man and Woman from 
Alsace. Mrs. Newman Burton 
Latimer Rectory.” The pair, No. 


A216, 358.00. 


Just one more where the doll is 
rare collector value. An early Vic- 
torian wooden with high tuck 
comb carved atop her sleek, black 
painted hair. Five and a half inch 
size, she was always a “cabinet 
piece” as there’s a block fitted onto 
her above the knees which fits 
over a wire that extends from a 
black lacquer stand. Nationality? 
Welsh. The costume all original, 
and oh, so picturesque with fine- 
ly quilted skirt, red woolen cape, 
sheer yellowed organdie for apron, 
shoulder shawl and wee shirred 
cap. She carries an ivory cane, 
and the tall witch hat, plus that 
round base stand brings the over- 
all height to 8 inches. A real col- 
lector item! No. A226—865.09. 


Pretty and romantic, too, is a 
French bisque 8 inch bride of 
Norway. All perfect with cupped 
and dimpled hands, parian legs in 
high heeled boots with a garter 
band molded around white ribbed 
hose. She wears the beaded bib 
over her velvet kirtle and tall gilt 
crown with beads and _ ribbon 
streamers atop modeled curls, built 
high. Circa 1885; No. A259, $28.00. 


Sleeping eyed bisque, only 6% 
inches tall, has swivel neck into 
jointed composition body. She’s 
pretty with big brown eyes; “A” 
six pointed star and “R” markings 
on the head; quite elaborate Italian 
costume good fifty years old. No. 
A196, $7.50. 


li 


Eight and a half inch compo- 
sition doll jointed at neck, hips 
and shoulders; marked on head 
“Made in France-O-Cellose.” Quite 
different looking, with a sort of 
flirtatious smile; ordinary cotton 
costume of Province Lorraine. Cir- 
ca 1910. No. A98, $8.50. 


A very old pair, brought from 
the Holy Land almost a hundred 
years ago. The lady “Miriam” is 
a 4 inch, swivel neck bisque, elab- 
orately dressed. The man, marked 
“Bezaleel,’ seems to have a pink 
luster china head of shoulder type; 
3% inches tall, in silk and brocade 
robes, with a glued on cotton beard. 
These extremely interesting, mini- 
ature foreigns are No. A31 for the 
two, price, $27.50. 


Austrian, wooden boy 11% inches 
tall of World War I era. His 
head is chamois leather covered, 
leather hands and his knitted wool 
clothes were all originally in rich 
hues of greens, gamboge, black 
and rose. Moths decreed new 
knickers. Interesting and certain- 
ly different with bright, boyish 
features colored on his soft leath- 
er skin. No. A141, $10.00. 


Of German make are half-a-doz- 
en (all others are one only) penny 
twoodens, not really old; homely 
7 inch girls with their roundish 
heads and high bosomed tersos cut 
from one piece of pine. There are 
slots at the hips where the legs 
miter in to be movable and a hole 
through the chest through which 
the three piece arm mechanism 
fits. Whittled, rather than carved, 
are their arms slanted in for a 
hand effect and the ankles notched 
in for a hoof-shaped foot. But 
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there is red slipper paint and 


white stockings thereon, and flesh 
tint enamel on head and should- 
ers, and you may remember, al- 
ways rosy cheeks, red mouth, black 
shining hair. There is a funny 
charm about old penny woodens, 
even though they’re crudely made 
and their stylized, prim features 
placed too close together, too high 
on their faces. It’s a distinct folk 
art, a beloved one. These, from an 
old tobacconist’s shop in a Lon- 
don suburb, have fancy headdress 
and red dotted aprons worn over 
print frocks. 


No. A260H—7” Peg Wooden, $5.00 


Not in “native dress,” but to 
Kimport from England, is a 13% 
inch Holtz Masse girl who looks 
as clear blue eyed and apple 
cheeked, as soft blonde curled as— 
as—as Royal little Princess Ann 
might, were she about 7 years old 
and—70 years ago! In perfect con- 
dition, dressed in her sweet old 
pink frock with laid gathers, lined 
short waist and hand-run tucks. 


Arms are composition, same pink. 


as her 3% inch shoulder head; 
clean, original body with polka dot 
stockings and scallop top shoes. 
No. A238, $24.00. 


die 2th Pe 


Honestly, I meant to get into 
some other kindred groups, some 
old ones of religious orders in spe- 
cial habits—maybe a group of ear- 
ly English wax types like a wire- 
- eyed, one with slit top head, two 
royal children, and then those with 
set-in hair. But there will be an- 
other time. Till then, do ask about 
—oh, anything antique. We just 
might have ’em. 


WHERE ARE THOSE 
FEET OF CLAY? 


Mrs. Mae Underwood once sug- 
gested that because her name 
looked so out o’ balance under a 
Correspondence Clipping in Doll 
Talk, she’d better lengthen that 
Mae out into “Maezietta,” or what- 
would-you-suggest! Then she pro- 
ceeded to go into a confessional 
routine that built up Kimport mo- 
rale no end. We MUST quote: “T 
should know better than to doubt 
the word of people who have been 
in the doll business as long as you. 
However, that’s just what I did. In 
your March ’54 Doll Talk you 
printed that the Webber Doll, 1882, 
was the first American musical 
one. 

Now I have twelve bound books 
of Harper’s Weekly, each repre- 
senting one year of that pub- 
lication. I don’t have consecutive 
years, but the first one is 1858 and 
the last one is 1883. I was quite 
sure that I had seen a musical 
doll in one of those books a lot 
earlier than 1882. So—I milled 
through those heavy, thick books 
all day Sunday and Monday and 
sure enough, there was the musical 
doll, but it was the Webber’s mus-~ 
ical doll in the book of 1882! I’m 
on my knees—I'll never doubt you 
again.” 

Arise, fair Maeziolinna, we dub 
thee “Duchess of Doubters.” Keep 
to thy Quest and you will doubt- 
less succeed in felling yon sturdy 
oak only to find Kimport ’way out 
on some of the limbs! Gadsooth, 
we needs must get out on limbs 
in this heresay and who-say en- 
deavor of Dollis! 
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DOLL TALK 


A magazine in miniature, 
published for doll enthusi- 


asts. Issued about every 
eight weeks, 

Subscription is $1.00 for 
two years. i 

Address: 


KIMPORT DOLLS 
Independence, Mo. 
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@ PEEP SHOW INTO PARADISE 


Lesley Gordon is already known 
to a good many Kimport friends, as 
we have advertised and continue to 
stock her profusely illustrated 
“Pageant of Dolls” ($3.75). You 
will be delighted with Miss Gor- 
don’s new volume, “Peep Show 
Into Paradise,” a highly informa- 
tive book about other toys and 
games also, but with dolls crop- 
ping out all through even those 
chapters. Her title, and the phil- 
osophy of her treatise come from 
her compatriot, Gilbert K. Ches- 
terton: “It is an old story, and 
for some a sad one, that in a sense 
these childish toys are more to us 
than they can ever be to children. 
We neyer know how much of our 
after-imaginations began with such 
a peepshow: into paradise.” 


In Part I, “T!'wo Thousand Years 
of Toys,” there are ten chapters 


including such intriguing titles as_ 


“Fairs and Fairings,” “Toys of the 
London Pavement,” and “Festival 
Toys.” 

Part II covers “Types and Reg- 
ions;” is divided into eighteen more 
chapters—on “Dolls,” “Doll Houses, 
Furniture and Shops,” “Toy Sol- 
diers and Weapons”—Simple Move- 
ment. Toys, etc., to total over 250 
pages. It’s more than a “Peep;” 
it’s really “Paradise” with half doz- 
en color plates, and yes, hundreds 
of line drawings. Beautifully 
bound. Price, $6.25 postpaid, from 


Kimport Dolls, Independence, . Mo. 
IT’S MAYTIME 


When one hears “Annie” of 
“Get-Your-Gun” fame, with all the 
other principals and chorus ring 
out with “There’s NO Business 
Like SHOW Business”—makes you 
feel like grease paint is IT. Then 
along comes a lot of the swellest 
letters from the grandest people 
and the chorus we hum says, “Of 
ALL business, it’s DOLL business!” 

For instance, take this glad lit- 
tle letter that came today in a 
letter from Pauline Gibis of Min- 
nesota: “A long illness has kept 
my dolls packed away for a num- 
ber of years, but last iweek when 


my husband came in to find me 


sewing again, he knew I was on the 
mend. A friend wrote about the 
little Queen Elizabeth she saw at 
your Seattle show, so please save 
one of her and the Duke for me. 
I have promised to lend my dolls 
to the library ‘Children’s Room’ 
the end of May for the first time in 
five years. Before my illness, I 
loaned them annually as the chil- 
dren, both boys and girls, really 
love them. They have written to 
tell me so.” 
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT 


Miss Lesley Gordon, about whose 
new “Peepshow Into Paradise” we 
are talking on page 13, sends news 
of a “current event” betimes. She 
thought some traveling Doll Talk 
readers might be glad to know of 
a big charity exhibition “Dolls 
Throughout the Ages” to be held 
July 7 to 31 in behalf of the Great- 
er London Fund for the Blind. On 
their special letterhead, H.M. Queen 
Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, was 
named as Patron and the Right 
Hon. the Lord Mayor of London 
as President. Miss Gorden says 
they will be selling special little 
twoodens there, very attractive, with 
a gold seal and a certificate of 
origin. Details and price not fixed 
yet. 


Another and entirely separate 
story she headlined “Two British 
Craftswomen.” It follows: 


“One of the important events to 
British doll-lovers as well as in 
sporting circles will be the ap- 
pearance in the collector’s market 
this year of the figure of Winston 
Churchill on horseback on his 74th 
birthday at a hunt meet at Chart- 
well, his country home, made by 
Edith Reynolds and Angell Thomp- 
son. 


“Edith Reynolds, a born coun- 
trywoman, driven by circumstance 
to a life in town, overcomes her 
yearnings for the daily compan- 
ions from whom she is now com- 
pletely separated, by modeling 
horses in skin, varying from a six 
inch Shetland pony and rider to 
an eleven inch horse and rider. 
Angell Thompson creates the rid- 
ers, whose brightly-colored suits of 
clothes are neatly tailored in suede. 


DOLL TALK PYTITITITTTTT TTT 


She also makes racing jockeys 
wearing owners’ colors in bright 
and lovely satins. 


“Edith Reynolds reeeives many 
requests to copy owners’ favorite 
animals, but this is difficult, as 
markings must be exact, and the 
calf-skins from which they are 
made seldom have white patches 
just how and where they are re- 
quired! So cautious Edith makes 
no promises.” 


CORRESPONDENT 


CLIPPINGS 

“We have been well pleased with 
the plan and the dolls. Having 
two girls, one month the doll is 
for one and the next time, for the 
other. Whenever the new one ar- 
rives, they seem to like that one 
best.” —Mrs. Elsie Smith, N. J. 


“My son is on his way overseas 
now and I’m very lonely. Don’t 
know what I’d do without my hob- 
bies and pen pals.” 

—Mrs. Claude Dubree, Illinois. 


“The little Swiss doll made quite 
a hit with my niece. Her skin 
looked so like wax that it was 
hard to believe it was celluloid.” 

—Mrs. Mildred Lent, Conn. 


“That four piece set of doll fur- 
niture is exactly what I need for 
a doll exhibit I am to have in my 
house next month.” 

—Bernice Wyman, Maine. 
aa 

“The three Dickens dolls are 
lovely. Wish all my dolls were of 
such exquisite quality and work- 
manship!” 

—Mrs. C. L. Whitchurch, Mich. 
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“Your letter arrived the day of 
my father’s funeral, and it was 
such a nice cheerful note that it 
was just what I needed at that 
time. I am always so glad for my 
doll interests—they have helped me 
over sad spots before.” 

—Beth Garcia, Calif. 


“The chair is lovely and exact 
She is happy to be 
seated and holds a three inch 
chinahead doll on her lap.” 
—Mrs. Phil Weinman, Illinois 


“IT have several Lettie Lane and 
Betty Bonnet paper doll sheets 
framed and hanging in the alcove 
off my bedroom ‘where I display 
my dolls.” 

—Virginia Greenwell, Ohio. 


“My son in Junior High used the 
apple dolls to represent a scene 
from Evangeline. One depicted 
Evangeline at the end of the story 
when: she was old, as a Sister of 


_ Mercy; the other to represent Ga- 


briel, as an old man dying in an 
almshouse. It worked out very 
well.” —Mrs. Chas. Doyle, Mass. 


“You can imagine the state of 
my hobby pocketbook when I tell 
you that we’re just back from a 
flight vacation in California. Ah, 
if it were only that fairy tale kind, 
that fills up at the bottom when I 
remove the top!” 

—Betty Brink, Indiana. 


“That undressed Florodora is go- 
ing to be properly dressed in an 
outfit made from a real Gibson 
Girl gown with lots of lace inser- 


@= in it. Now to find a paraso!!” 


—Mrs. Alfred Schnitzer, N. J. 


“If you do not have the Israelite 
pair, Barbara’s second choice is 
‘Neanderthal Caveman,’ $9.95. I 
owe a doll each time she gets on 
the honor-roll at school.” 

—Mrs. Harry L. Fox, Pa. 


“I am delighted to have both the 
Frozen Charlotte and the pedigree 
page. There is nothing quite as 
much fun as receiving a ‘Mail Or- 
der Item’ so this is doubtless the 
beginning of a long relationship 
between Kimport and myself. I 
named the doll ‘Kim!’ 

—Mrs. Thomas Fitzgerald, TL. 


“T have just made bodies for 
eight old china heads; have the 
underclothes finished and now 
for making the dresses. Dolls are 
such fun!” 

—A. Maretta Wilcox, N. Y. 


“A friend cleared out her sew- 
ing closet and gave me piles of 
material. I can’t use all of it so 
have: tried to choose ‘doll’ type 
things to pass along to you. Hope 
I was successful.” 

—Madeline Geisen, N. J. 


“Your dolls are certainly very 
lovely and all my friends admire 
them very much.” ; 

—Mrs. Ida McCullough, Penna. 


“T'm in a complete dither wait- 
ing to hear about No. A87. If it is 
available, I’ll have to go barefoot 
and eat roots and herbs for some 
time to come! Your little maga- 
zine is delightful, and since I 
seem to be contemplating a diet, 
how about mentioning I find much 
‘meat’ in Doll Talk.” 

—Mrs. Helen Hinckley, Calif. | 


miniature on our envelope 


There’s been many a bride . 2 
doll at Kimport, and with Congratulations 
Mrs. Odenrider’s exquisite o . 
C2. 


this time, and Evelina May- EB. 
dell’s Romance front page, Ma. 
a few more have clamored oF WW 
for this back page space. 


No washed out white and 
frail illusion for peasant 
brides of Europe! “Emilja” 
(not pictured) is truly a best 
buy because we bought lots 
of her when we could. Made 
in Poland, is this pretty 13 
inch tall, serious eyed blonde 
in festive headdress. Why 
her braid and bead trimmed 
velvet bodice, shapely gored, 
scallop edged, red laced front 
—it’s worth her whole price! 
No. 903C—Krakow Bride 36.50 


It’s Zori wwiho’s sketched; she’s Hun- 
garian with a more lavish crown—plus, 
sequins, plus dozens of colors and a ri 
of fancy (braids, ribbons, beads, laces! 
Nine inches, almost ten, to the tip-top- 
most posie. 

No. 205—Magyar Bride ..................- a.-..96.95 


Apologies for not having this pair of: 
china heads dressed and a weddin’ phote 
thereof! We missed a bet. Yes, the little 
blonde’s one blue garter should have been 
modestly hidden and leg-o-mutton sleeves, 
gored skirt with a train, tight bodice all 
there in contrast to Casey’s dark suit. 
If you like to sew, they’re a picnic, these 
Helen Young originals; 8 inches tall, as 
pictured. 


NO. 45CB—Blonde Bride cescccsecco-coo---$8.95 
No. 45M—Gay 90’s Man ...................... $3.95 
No. 45C—Jet Haired Woman............ $3.95 


SEND ALL ORDERS TO: 


 KIMPORT DOLLS, Independence, M 
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